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The Dilemma 

 In December, 2011, Colorado State University’s athletic director, Jack Graham, thought up the 

idea of creating an on-campus football stadium.  Graham believes that the creation of the on-

campus stadium would be a “game changer” for the football team, and also add to the campus’ 

landscape.  This idea has caused a great reaction to occur in the Fort Collins community.  The 

community has become split on the issue.  Half of the community believes it will help recruit 

better players and become a focal point that will draw in more students.  Opponents, on the other 

hand, believe that the university should be spending its money on academics not sports. In 

reality, the addition of an on-campus football stadium will have no effect on Fort Collins tax 

payers, it will not take money away from academics at the university, it will not interfere with 

anything on campus, and it may make Fort Collins a safer place to live by decreasing drunk 

driving after football games.  Therefore, the creation of the stadium will bring nothing but 

prosperity to the campus. 

 

Sports V. Academics 

The main reason that many Fort Collins residents are against the creation of an on-campus 

stadium is because they believe the university is more focused on sports than academics.  A 

group of residents have created a group called Save Our Stadium.  The group was formed to 

voice concerns about building the new stadium. Many of its supporters feel that CSU is more 

concerned with athletics and do not spend enough money or time on academics.  The group 

created a Facebook page in order to allow more Fort Collins residents the chance to voice their 

opinions about the idea of creating the stadium. The Facebook page provides information on how 

to take action by writing to the editor of the Collegian or Coloradoan, writing a letter to Tony 

Frank, and participating in Stadium Advisory Committee Meetings at CSU. 

 

The university president, Tony Frank, made sure to take these concerns into consideration before 

making any decisions about building the on-campus stadium.  No state fees, taxes or tuition will 

be used to create the stadium.  The university plans to receive all the funds needed to create the 

stadium from donors.  The university has also made sure to bring in funds to support academics 

by conducting a seven-year fundraising program.  The program raised $500 million that will be 

used to create new department chairs, new classrooms, and new scholarship.  The on campus 

stadium would also increase the academic standing of the school because it would draw more 

attention to the school, which in turn, would bring more students. 

 

Location 

The second issue that concerns many Fort Collins residents is the placement of the on-campus 

stadium.  One area of concern is the intramural fields.  If the stadium is placed here, it will 

prevent students from playing intramural sports, which are very popular.  It will also force the 

football team to find another place to conduct its outdoor practices.  The second area that 

residents are  
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concerned about is the parking lots located near the dorms.  If the stadium is placed here, it will 

cause the campus to create an even larger parking problem.   

 

The Stadium Advisory Committee has created strict guidelines on the placement of the stadium.  

The stadium will not be placed on the intramural fields or any other open green spaces.  It also 

will not block views of the mountains.   To insure proper placement of the stadium, Frank plans 

to hire consultants.  The consultants will help him and the rest of the advising committee come to 

a decision about the placement of stadium. The consultants will create drawings of different 

places the stadium could potentially fit and determine any impacts it may have on the university.  

The consulting session will also be paid in full by donors and will not affect student’s tuitions or 

state funds.   

 

Hughes Stadium 

The final reason many Fort Collins residents feel there is no need to build an on campus stadium 

is the fact the Hughes stadium is in working condition.  The stadium can hold 35,000 people and 

only cost $3 million to create.  Many students feel that it is an icon of the university, and holds 

many traditions of tailgating.   

 

However, the creation of an on-campus stadium would help increase the number of students that 

are able to enjoy the numerous traditions of going to a home football game.  Having the stadium 

in closer proximity to students would insure that more students would go to the games because it 

would be physically connected to the campus.  The on campus stadium would also decrease the 

amount of drunk driving after the games.  If the stadium is in walking distance, then students and 

the rest of the community would not have to deal with the safety hazards of drunk driving. Since 

Hughes Stadium is still in working condition, Tony Frank has stated that Hughes Stadium will be 

used as a practice facility for the CSU football team.   

 

Conclusion 

Only time will tell if the university will follow through with building an on campus stadium, but 

as of now, it seems that the positive outcomes of the on campus stadium outweigh the negatives.  

The university promises to only use donor contributions to create the on campus stadium,  

guidelines have been created to prevent the stadium from being built anywhere that may disrupt 

the flow of the campus,  Frank plans on receiving input from consultants before taking any steps 

into building the stadium,  the stadium may help increase the academic standing of the college by 

increasing its popularity, and the on-campus stadium will help create a safer environment for 

both students and Fort Collins residents by minimizing the amount of drunk driving after games.  

In order to ensure that the stadium is built, this information must be expressed to all Fort Collins  
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residents that are against building the stadium. People need to realize that the on campus stadium 

will bring nothing but prosperity to CSU and the Fort Collins’ community. 

 


